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Based on feedback from NY educators, powerful changes have been made to the new Measuring Up
books written to the NY Next Generation Learning Standards. The lesson design offers more
support for collaborative teaching and additional opportunities to model. Also added is 2 levels
of independent practice with beginning questions are written on a more basic level of understanding 
and then the questions progress to a more rigorous level, similar to those the students will see on 
the assessment.  

NEW!

English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Grade 3, ELA

Measuring Up the New York 
Next Generation Learning 
Standards consists of 4 Units:

Literature, Informational Texts, 
Writing, and Foundations and
Vocabulary or Vocabulary
(for grades 6, 7, and 8)

Language Conventions Handbook supports
Anchor Standards L1 and L2 and offers
instruction with examples for each skill.

Core Convention Skills to ensure students can 
demonstrate command and profi ciency of the 
conventions of academic English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.

Core Punctuation and Spelling Skills to ensure 
students can demonstrate command and
profi ciency of the conventions of academic
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.  

Thorough instruction with examples for each 
individual skill, as well as multiple opportunities 
for assessment of each skill. 
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What’s New?

English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Grade 8, ELA

Grade 3, Lesson 3

Academic Language Supports Learning
Complex Content and Abstract Ideas

• Words to Know—lists the academic vocabulary related
  to the lesson

• Vocabulary In Action—provides the academic vocabulary
  in context

• Also see lesson support feature linked to reading passages
  called Words in Context
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English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Specifi c opportunities for
collaborative learning.

• Lesson design is built to include specifi c
  opportunities for collaborative learning. 

• Lesson Feature, Turn and Talk, supports
  meaningful discussions.

• Within Guided Instruction, examples are
  included for modeling.

• Lesson activity, called Learning Together
  is specifi cally written to for students to
  work together.

Sample from Grade 3, Lesson 8 

(Explain How Claims are Supported)

Sample from Grade 8, Lesson 9

(Evaluate the Quality of a Literary Text and

Make Connections)
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English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Lessons include a variety of
complex texts that meet the
updated lexile ranges.

Sample from Grade 3, Lesson 8 

For grades 6–8, includes more cross
curricular texts from history and science.

Sample from Grade 8, Lesson 12 

SHARE IT

Paired with texts that 
are culturally responsive 
invites discussion among 
students about cultures.

Sample from Grade 3,
Lesson 3



10 11

English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Independent Practice I

Includes a reading passage that is written at a 
Iower level (beginning to mid-year level) with 
practice items that include question supports. 
Practice includes multiple choice and
constructed response items.

Sample from Grade 8, Lesson 12

There are specifi c activities for students to
apply literacy skills independently with
Independent Practice and Exit Ticket.
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English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Independent Practice II

Includes a reading passage that is written
at a higher level (end of grade) with items
that meet the expectations of the state
assessment. Practice includes multiple
choice and constructed response items.

Sample from Grade 3, Lesson 9

There are specifi c activities for students to
apply literacy skills independently with
Independent Practice and Exit Ticket.
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English Language Arts
Grades 3-8

Sample from Grade 3, Lesson 10

Digital Teacher Edition

• Offers annotated student lesson
 pages with answer

• Each lesson includes teaching
 suggestions for diverse learners,
 including
 —Struggling leaners
 —English Language Learners
 —Above-level learners

• Guidance for interrpeting and using data to target instruction

• New York Next Generation Learning Standards information and support.

There are specifi c activities for students to
apply literacy skills independently with
Independent Practice and Exit Ticket.

Exit Ticket

Use this writing activity as a check for
understanding asking students to apply
skill to a real-world question.
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978-1-64090-433-0 C/3
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