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Introduction

What Will |

The theme is sage the author wants to

convey to reaqe

Break Down the Skills

When you read, you need to figure out the theme, the big i
lesson, or message the author wants you to understand. Usually, that
message is about a moral, a common principle of right and wrong
human behavior or how people should live.

These themes can be about family bonds, honesty, trust, forgive
courage, or other virtues. A virtue is a behavior that shows high
moral standards.

For example, if you are reading a story about someone who
overcame big problems by being brave, you might say the theme is
that courage helps people get through difficult times.

The theme is different from a story’s topic, or what the story is about.
Themes are not explicit. In other words, they are not stated directly.
The author implies, or suggests, the theme based on the characters’
actions. You must interpret, or figure out, the theme based on

the details.

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 1



Lesson 2 ® Theme

These tips can help you identify and understand the theme of a work.
« Identify the main character and the problem he or she faces.
» Follow the main character’s actions and how problems are solved.

« The character’s actions in the key details will give you hints of
the theme.

+ What does th

The Dancing Cobbl

1 Long ago, in a faraway land
there was a tiny village in a deep
forest. There lived a steadfast
cobbler who had a good life in his
trade, making and repairing shoes.

2 He worked in his vine-covered
cottage from dawn to dusk. "Ah
me,” he would sigh, “I fix all these
shoes, but if only | had a pair
of shoes with which | might go
dancing from time to time.” He
once said this to Zeke, who lived next door.

3 “Bah!” Zeke cried. "Dancing is foolishness. Stick to business,
and don't waste your day in idle dreaming!”

4 Still, the cobbler continued to hope. . ..

5 One day a gentlemanly stranger appeared on the cobbler’s
doorstep. He was smiling.

6 "Greetings, my friend,” he said.

7 “Have we met?” the cobbler asked uncertainly. “I don't
recognize you."

2 Level D

The theme of a story
is different from a
story’s topic.

1 .
\/

Guided Questions

hat can you infer about the

from paragraph 2?

from his actions?

Copying is prohibited.



Chaﬁter 1 e Literature

8 “I was only a child at our first encounter,” the man replied.
“You once did me a great kindness.”

Guided Questions

9 “Were—were you the little boy who was lost in the forest?”
he asked.
10 “Indeed You saved my life, and as a gesture of my

rare and marvelous gift for you.” From his
ly black stone and held it out. “"Rub this

. It will be granted.” Before the surprised
im, he was gone.

17 i t. He rubbed the stone, and it

he said. He went out
hen he got a surprise.

12 He waited. Nothing h
back and threw the sto

13 His feet began tapping,

gathered around him.

14 At first he was happy, but now he could
began laughing at him.

t do the cobbler’s actions
paragraph 14 tell you

about him?
15 “Don’t make a fool of yourself!” said Zeke.

16 “Please help me,” the cobbler pleaded. He told Zeke t
whole doleful story.

17 Zeke said, I'll go fetch the stone.” So saying, he plunged
into the pond where the cobbler had thrown it. Exhausted by
now, the unhappy cobbler was desperate to have his plight
alleviated. His face lit up hopefully as Zeke finally retrieved the
stone and returned with it.

18 “Thank you, my friend!"” he cried, seizing it eagerly. He
rubbed it again, saying, “I wish | could stop dancing—NOW."
Again the stone sparkled, and a moment later, he collapsed on
the ground. He started to get up again.

79 “Rest now,” Zeke said. “The spell is broken.”

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 3



Lesson 2 ® Theme

20

“I won't rest,” he said, "until | do this!” Whereupon he

took the stone to the well. He threw it down the dark shaft,
gone forever. And from that time on, he never wished to go
dancing again.

e theme of this story?

ﬂ Underline the u to that theme.

The Shepherd Boy and the W

A fable by Aesop

1

A young boy took care of his master’s sheep in a forest
not far from the village. He thought this job was very dull. All
he could do for fun was to talk to his dog or play music on
his pipe.

One day as he sat watching the sheep in the quiet forest, he
thought about what he would do if he saw a wolf. He came up
with a plan to amuse himself.

His master had told him to call for help if a wolf attacked
the flock of sheep, and the villagers would come running and
drive the wolf away. Even though there was no wolf, the boy ran
toward the village shouting at the top of his voice, “Wolf! Wolf!"

The villagers heard him and dropped their work and ran to
the pasture. When they got there they saw no wolf, and the boy
was laughing at the trick he had played on them.

Level D Copying is prohibited.
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5 A few days later the boy again shouted, “Wolf! Wolf!” Again
the villagers ran to help him, only to have the boy laugh at
them again. Again, the boy had tricked the villagers.

6 One evening as the sun was setting and the shadows were
creeping out over the pasture, a wolf really did spring up from

the village in terror, shouting, “Wolf!

ard the cry, but they did not run to Examine the characters'’
actions in the details to
understand a theme.

said.

The wolf killee
into the fore

y

9 eep and then slipped away

.
\/
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Lesson 2 ® Theme

Practice 1

Which is the topic of this story?

A A boy guards his sheep.

ood friends.
ry trustworthy.

starts to play tricks.

ﬂ Which can you_ig : é boy from this passage?

To make an inference, there
must be some evidence in
the text.

A Heis a good worker.
He does not like sheep

He cannot be trusted.

O O w

He is afraid of foxes.

Which is an implicit statement?
A  "A young boy took care of his master’s shee
B  "He came up with a plan to amuse himself."
C  "He thought this job was very dull.”
D

“The boy ran toward the village in terror”

6 Level D Copying is prohibited.
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m Summarizing the order of events can help you determine
a theme. Number these events in the order in which

they happened.

The boy came up with a trick.

The killed the sheep.

e vilagers no longer ran to help the boy.

y was bored his job.

gers twice.

@5 Which is the definiti
A  a behavior that show
B  what the story is about
C the lesson or message in a story

D to figure out

Practice 2

What is the theme of this story?
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Lesson 2 ® Theme

Which detail supports the story's theme?
A The boy thought his job was very dull.
The boy played with his dog and his pipe for fun.

dropped their work and ran to help the boy.

B
C
D

Which is the definition of a story's topi '
Remember that topic and

A  a behavior that shows a high moral standa thefme are different.
B  what the story is about
C the big idea or lesson in a story

D the number of characters

How did the boy’s actions help you determine the theme?

Level D Copying is prohibited.
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Exit Ticket

Now that you understand the difference between topic and theme,
read this passage. Then underline the topic. Circle the theme.

walked proudly through the forest. The

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 9



TEACHER GUIDE
Lesson 2 Theme

At-a-Glance
Why Students May Struggle

Students struggle with identifying the theme
of a story and often confuse it with the story’s
topic. It is difficult for them to understand that
ic. | a theme is a universal truth.

Passage Information
The Dancing Cobbler
Reading Level: 610-800L Word Count: 510

The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf
Reading Level: 610-800L Word Count: 264

Exit Ticket Passage
Reading Level: 410-600L Word Count: 83

WHAT WILL | LEAR —

v

Introduction

What Will | Learn?

+ What is the theme of a story?
e theme?

ACTIVATING PRIOR KNOWL

« Activate students’ prior knowledge by di
book or film, such as Star Wars. Brainsto
the “big idea” of the story is. Get them to disg
as good v. evil and how good always prevails over evil (e.g.,
the Force and the Dark Side and so on). Discuss such things as
human nature; the Dark Side's aggression, anger, and hatred;
leadership, commitment, learning through failure, and themes
of navigating life—whether in a galaxy far, far away or right
on Earth.

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

Copyngsponibted  Massurng ufEcumdatons s Beking Conprehensin

« List on the board all of the themes the students come up
with and ask them to give examples of those themes from the film
describe characters’ actions, a key component to understanding theme.
filmmaker wants viewers to take away—what message—from the films.

EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION

+ Before teaching theme, be sure students understand the difference between main idea, topic,
and point of view. These are important for them to understand before they can discuss themes.
Summarizing a story or a paragraph is also a good skill that will enable students to better
extract themes.

Level D Copying is prohibited.




BREAK DOWN THE SKILLS M v N
TEACH ACADEMIC VOCABULARY T

Chapter 1 e Literature

After reading a section or chapter of a text, see if any themes emerge. Ask students guided
questions such as, "What did we learn about the main character?” and “Can you connect with
the main character’s actions?” Make a list of emerging themes on the board. Students can also
make lists of universal themes on index cards or on anchor charts to reference. Some themes
may include beauty in the eye of the beholder, falling from grace, family values, prejudice,
perseverance, peer pressure, nature v. nurture, kindness, compassion, honesty, trust, and so on.
While brainstorming, provide visuals to support student understanding.

Explaino studénts that the theme is different from a main idea of a story. The theme is the
lesson|the author wants to impart—for readers to take away from a story. The Independent
Practice of this lesson has a particularly good selection about honesty and the “boy who cried
wolf” concept by/Aesop. Tell students they can disagree with the author’s point of view, but
they mustiunderstand the theme the author imparts.

Explain to students that theys€an sometimes make inferences about themes and main ideas,
but'théymust be based'on'solid evidence from the text. They need to examine the story
elements and characters’ actions. Characters’ actions will often drive the themes.

Explain that'character traits and actions gan reveal a story's theme, such as in the story of the
boy who cried wolf. Do'not give this theme’away, however, as it is the subject of the second
independent reading in/this lessont

Explain to students that themes are not usually stated in the passage. The author implies the
themes, and students mustdhterpret'those themesaToyhelp students better understand this,
have students read a paragraph with a cleartheme, or read aloud a short mentor text to them.
Tell students the theme, using a Think-Aloud togxplain howyyou figured it out. Read the text

a second time, showing them the theme wasénot statedf@nywhere in the text, and explain how
you figured it out.

Introduce a fable or folktale, and see if Students cdn understand a given moral at the end. Ask
them how it connects with their own lives. Being able to'think about how a story connects to
their own lives might be difficult for them. Provide direct instruction on the different connections
and model it for them, but keep it engaging and interesting for struggling readers. Let students
do Pair and Shares to discuss connections and exchange their own@xperiences, if they are willing.

Explain that at times there might be more than one theme in4 story and several correct
answers. Theme can be subjective, so allow students to explore their own thoughtsdTellithem
you will accept any answers, as long as they can provide evidence for it in the text.

Introduction
What il egam?

big idea, the message the alithor wants to

Explain to students that when they read they must figure out
the theme, the big idea, lesson, or message the author wants
them to understand from a text. Tell them usually that message
is about a moral, a common principle of right and wrong
human behavior or how people should live.

Break Down the Skills

Explain that themes can be about family bonds, honesty, trust,
forgiveness, courage, or other virtues. A virtue is a behavior
that shows high moral standards.

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 3



Lesson 2 ® Theme

« For example, explain that if they are reading a story about
someone who overcomes a big problem by being brave,
the theme might be that courage helps people get through

difficult times.

« Explain that the theme is different from a story’s topic, or what
the story is about. Themes are not explicit. In other words, they
are not stated directly. The author implies, or suggests, the
e characters’ actions. Explain that they must
out, the theme based on the details.

separate list.

write themes on index

These fips can help you identify and understand the theme of a work.

- Wentl the mai charcter and he bl he or e fces T theme oo sy

is cifferen from a
+ Follow the main characters actions and how problems are solved.  story’s topic

+ The character's actions in the key details willgive you hints of
the theme

+ What does the character learn?
+ Connect the problem or situation to your own ffe.

Guided Instruction

Read the passage below and answer the questions.

The Dancing Cobbler

7 Longago, ina faraway land,
there was a tiny vilage i a deep
forest. There lived a steadfast
cobbler who had a good lfe in his
trade, making and repairing shoes.

Guided Questions

What can you infer about the
cobbler from paragraph 27

He is not satisfied with
the life he has.

2 He worked in his vine-covered
cottage from dawn to dusk. ‘Ah
me;” he would sigh, * fix allthese.
shoes, but i only | had a pair
of shaes with which | might go
dancing from time to time” He
‘once said this to Zeke, who lived next door

Whatisthe topic of this story?
a cobbler who wishes

3 “Bah!" Zeke cried. “Dancing is faalishness. Stick to business,
he could go dancing

and don't waste your day in idle dreaming"”

4 stil, the cobbler continued to hope.
What can you infer about Zeke
5 One day a gentlemanly stranger appeared on the coBbler’S o his actions?
doorstep. He was smiling
He is a wise man and a
5 “Greetings, my friend he said. LA e
7 “Have we met?" the cobbler asked uncertainly. | don't
recognize you!

Copying s pribad.

GUIDED INSTRUC

First Read

« Direct students to follow along as you re

Second Read

« Using the choral reading approach, reread “
along reading in unison as they are able. Allo

text if needed.

Guided Reading Questions
+ Read the Guided Reading Questions aloud and have stude

answers orally.

harts in the classroom. Alternatively, they can
tes and put them in their notebooks or in a

students to U

swer them. Discuss

ave students follow
card to track the

[

“These tips can help you identify and understand the theme of a work.

+ Identify the main character and the problem he or she faces.

+ Follow the main character's actions and how problems are solved.

« The character's actions in the key details will give you hints of
the theme.

+ What does the character learn?

+ Connect the problem or situation to your own lfe.

Guided Instruction

Read the passage below and answer the questions,

The Dancing Cobbler

7 Long ago, ina faraway land,
there was a tiny village in a deep
forest. There lived a steadfast
cobbler who had a good ffe in his
trade, making and repaiting shoes.

2 He worked in his vine-covered
cottage from dawn to dusk. ‘Ah
me;” he would sigh, * fix all these
shoes, but if only | had a pair
of shoes with which | might go
dancing from time to time He
ance said this to Zeke, who lived next door.

5 "Bahr" Zeke cried. “Dancing i foolishness Sick to business,
and don't waste your day in idle dreaming!”

4 stil,the cobbler continued to hope.

5 One day a gentlemanly stranger appeared on the cobbler’s
doorstep. He was smiling.

5 “Greetings, my friend he said
7 "Have we met?" the cobbler asked uncertainly. | don't

recognize you:

2 LoD

The theme of a story
is diffrent from a
story’s topic.

Guided Guestions

What can you infer about the:
cobbler from paragraph 22

He is not satisfied with
the life he has.

What is the topic of this story?
a cobbler who wishes
he could go dancing
What can you infer sbout Zeke
from his actions?

He is a wise man and a
friend to the cobbler.

Copying i provtiad.
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I was only a child at our first encounter” the man replied.
“You once did me a great kindness.”

“Were—were you the itle boy who was lost n the forest?”
he asked.

“Indeed | was. You saved my life, and as a gesture of my
appreciation, | have a rare and marvelous gift for you? From his
pack he took a perfectly black stone and held it out. "Rub this
stone and make a wish. It will be granted.” Before the surprised
cobbler could thank him, he was gone

“If only it were true;” he thought. He rubbed the stone, and it
glistened as if energized by magical forces. *Stone of darkness,
stone of night, kindly make my future bright” he said, "Give me
magic shoes that | might go dancing.”

He waited. Nothing happened. “Hmph!” he said. He went out
back and threw the stone into the pond. Then he got a surprise.

His feet began tapping, and his legs moved rhythmically, as
ifin time to music. He had dancing shoes on his feet, His arms
flung wide, and he whirled across the yard into the town square.
Around and around he danced. A crowd of curious spectators
gathered around him.

At first he was hs now he couldn' I

“Don't make a fool of yourselft” said Zeke.

“Please help me; the cobbler pleaded. He told Zeke the
whole doleful story.

Zeke said, Il go fetch the stone” So saying, he plunged
into the pond where the cobbler had thrown . Exhausted by
now, the unhappy cobbler was desperate to have his plight
alleviated. His face it up hopefully as Zeke finally retrieved the
stone and returned with it.

“Thank you, my friend!” he cried, seizing it eagerly. He
rubbed it again, saying, " wish | could stop dancing—NOW:
Again the stone sparkled, and a moment later, h collapsed on
the ground. He started to get up again.

“Rest now;” Zeke said. "The spell is broken””

Guided Questions

What do the cobblers actions
in paragraph 14 tell you

about him?

He does not seem to be
satisfied with what he
has

@ Underine the character' action

Independent Practice

Read the selection. Then, answer the questions that follow:

The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf

A fable by Aesop.

7 Ayoung boy took care of his master's sheep in a forest
ot far from the village. He thought this job was very dull. All
he could do for fun was to talk to his dog or play music on
his pipe.

2 One day as he sat watching the sheep in the quiet forest, he
thought about what he would do if he saw a wolf. He came up.

with 2 plan to amuse himself. What can you nfar about

3 His master had told him to call for help if a wolf attacked the boy after he plays
ihe fock of sheep,and he vilagerswould come running nd_ 1 7k and uahs
v the wolfawey. Eve though there was 1o ol the boy ran
toward the village shouting at the top of his voice, "Wolfl Wolf!"

4 The vilagers heard him and dropped ther work and ran o
the pasture W thy got there they saw o il an the boy
was aughingat th tick he had played o them,

s LowelD Copying i proibied
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Chapter 1 o Literature

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

First Read
+ Read aloud to students the passage “The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf”"

Second Read

i
. he sad, “until | do this” Whereupon he 5 Afew days late the boy again shouted, "Wolfl Wolf” Again
1o the well He threw it down the dark shaft, the villagers ran o help him, ony 1o have the boy laugh at
d from tha time on. he never wished to go them again. Again,the boy had tricked the villagers
5 One evening as the sun was setting and the shadows were
evel: 610-800L; Word Count: 510] creeping out over the pasture, a wolf really did spring up from
hiding and attack the sheep.
What do you think s the theme o tis story? 7 The boy ran toward the vilage in teror shouting, "Wolf:
The cobbler learns to be satisfied with what he Wolf!" The villagers heard the cry, but they did not run to Examine the characters’
help him actons in the details 1o
has. Be careful what you wish for. el
& "He cannot fool us again’ they said
5 The wolf kille many of the sheep and then sipped avay
@ Underine the characters actia into the forest
in the quiet forest, he [Reading Level: 610-800L; Word Count: 264]
awolt He came up
3 elp f a wolf attacked
B
was laughing at the
s Mesog Up Foundatons - Redng Comprshansn s

Practice 1 Questions

« Read the questions and answer choices
the answers.

answers. Review

Loz 2 Thome
pusiiiagotidg
Practice 1 Summarizing the orer of evens can help you determine
a theme. Number these events in the order in which
‘Which is the topic of this story? they happened.
A Aoy guards s sheep. The boy came up with a trick.
B A boy has many good friends.
The wolf kiled the sheey
€ A shepherd boy s very trustworthy. "
(B) A boy who s bored sars to play ks The vilagers no longer ran to
A boy was bored with,
Which can you infer about the boy from this passage?
« o bor pesseg To make an inference, there
A Heisa good vorker must be some evidence in
thetart
B He does not ke sheep.
(© e cannot b tused. @8 Which is the definition of
D Heis arad of foxes. A a behavior that shows a high
B what thestory i about
(© the lesson or message ina story
Which i an implicit statement? o wgreon
A A young boy took care of his master’s sheep”
(8) He came up with a plan t0 amuse imselt
€ “He thought hs job was very cll” Practice 2
D “The boy ra towar the villge interor” @ What s the theme of this story?
If you keep lving, no one will believe you even
when you are telling the truth
s el [Re—

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 5



Lesson 2 ® Theme

Practice 2 Questions

« Ask students to read the questions and select the answers independently. Review the answers.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
SUPPORT FOR STRUGGLING LEARNERS

[ —
fufiingirij

@ s

riaing the order of events can help you determine @ which deail supports th strys theme?
2t hese verts inthe order n which
they b

The boy came up with a trick

The wolf killed the sheep.

The villagers no longer ran to help the boy.

is the reason the villagers did not go a

A boy was bored with his job.

He lied to the vilagers twice. a ach the boy a lesson and let him deal ith

the boy and thought he was lying agan.

the definition of theme?

for that shows 2 high moral standard

message the author wans
you to learm from thisstory

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Exit Ticket

(Do no pay atenti of  fool.ignore them. )
[Reading Level: 410-600L; Word Count: 83]

are different. To help
me. Then, give them

supports the main idea,
figure it out. Do thi ivity

It is essential for students to understand that topic, theme, and mai
them understand this, have them read a short passage with a cle
five statements from the passage—three details, one stateme
and the theme itself. Do not tell them which is which. Have
several times until students are clear about details, main ide
English learners can also benefit from this activity once you rei
(dea, detail, and theme.

not just a lesson for a character in a story. Tell students the author inten
learn this truth from the theme of a story. Practice reading short passages lear themes.
Identify the themes for the students, and ask them how they could apply the t
own lives.

SUPPORT FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

« Practice theme in isolation with English learners, as it is a confusing aspect for them as they

grapple with language. Start with small chunks of text, maybe just one paragraph at a time,
making sure students understand before moving on to larger chunks of text.

Level D Copying is prohibited.
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« Once you reinforce the vocabulary terms main idea, detail, and theme, it is essential for
students to understand that topic, theme, and main idea are different. To help them understand
this, have them read a short passage with a clear theme. Then, give them five statements from
the passage—three details, one statement that supports the main idea, and the theme itself.
Do not tell them which is which. Have them figure it out. Do this activity several times until
students are clear about details, main ideas, and the theme of a story.

G|ve students short stories and glve them the themes to the storles Have them read the stories

one theme, provide students with stories that have several
as a group and brainstorm for the different themes.

ematic components, such as love and revenge, power and
greed, fate, free wi , ion, ambition, violence, or fear and courage. Let them

* Give students common th ite adages to go with them. For example, for
the theme of perseverance, stud
happiness, they could write “Be
make up their own.

o on. Let them be creative and

Copying is prohibited. Measuring Up Foundations ® Reading Comprehension 7



Lesson 2 Copy Master 1

Name Date

On Your Own

Level D



Lesson 2 Copy Master 2

Name Date

On Your Own — Common Themes

Look at the topics and write common themes. Make up your own!

ENDURANCE 5

ACHIEVE success 2
"o DEDICATION <

PERSEVE!

WORK
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